
The Parishes of Clent and Hagley 

  

Worship for Trinity 9 
  

9 August 2020 

  

 

 

We will be using this service together on Zoom at 10.30 am. 

 

 

 

 

A call to worship and an Opening Prayer 
  

 

Loving God, 

we come together as your people  

to worship you and to pray for one another;  

to rejoice that we are your family,  

to acknowledge our need of each other  

and to reaffirm our faith in you.  

We pray in the name of Jesus, our Saviour.  

Amen. 

 

Gracious God, we bring to you this morning  

our fears and our joys, our hopes and our anxieties, 

knowing that you are a God who reaches out to us,  

who welcomes us,  

and who, through Jesus,  

brings us safely aboard the boat of your love.  

So we pray in his name  

and offer our lives to your glory.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 Hymn Eternal Father, strong to save 

  

 - a version can be found on YouTube 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Vta4ct64qo 

 

 

Eternal Father, strong to save, 

whose arm doth bind the restless wave, 

who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 

its own appointed limits keep; 

O hear us when we cry to thee 

for those in peril on the sea. 

 

O Saviour, whose almighty word 

the winds and waves submissive heard, 

who walkedst on the foaming deep, 

and calm amid its rage didst sleep: 

O hear us when we cry to thee 

for those in peril on the sea. 

 

O sacred Spirit, who didst brood 

upon the chaos dark and rude, 

who bad’st its angry tumult cease, 

and gavest light and life and peace: 

O hear us when we cry to thee 

for those in peril on the sea. 

 

O Trinity of love and power, 

our brethren shield in danger’s hour; 

from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 

protect them whereso’er they go: 

and ever let there rise to thee 
glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Vta4ct64qo


Prayers of praise and thanksgiving      

 

God of all faithfulness, 

you meet us in Christ in the ordinary and the everyday. 

You are there in the boat with us,  

as we are thrown about by the storms of life. 

You reach out to us when we are at our lowest ebb. 

You call to us to step out in faith,  

beyond our own limitations. 

You pick us up when we falter and let you down. 

You bring calm and peace when all around brings distress. 

How can we cease from singing your praises? 

And so we bring our adoration 

and we thank you for your goodness, 

in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

Loving God,  

we give thanks that through Jesus  

you walk through the water of our fear  

to bring peace; 

you walk through the water of our dis-ease  

to bring healing; 

you walk through the water of our confusion  

to bring clarity; 

you walk through the water of our divisions  

to bring reconciliation; 

and that through the water of baptism  

you make us one with you. 

Amen. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Asking for God’s forgiveness 
  

Jesus, our friend and saviour, 

we are sorry for the times we do not put our trust in you. 

We are sorry that sometimes we focus on the problems 

in the deep water in front of us, 

instead of trusting you to keep us afloat: 

so we ask for your forgiveness. 

 

Jesus, for the times we take our eyes off you, 

and seek to do things in our own strength; 

we are sorry and ask your forgiveness: 

 

for the times we doubt that 

you can keep us on the straight and narrow; 

we are sorry and ask your forgiveness: 

 

for the times we are hesitant in our calling, 

and lack the courage to step forwards; 

we are sorry and ask your forgiveness: 
 

The Lord enrich you with his grace, 
nourish you with his blessing, 

defend you in trouble, 

and forgive you, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

A Collect 
 

Almighty God, 
who sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and light of your Church: 

open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 

in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



 

An Old Testament Reading  1 Kings 19.9-18 
 

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he came to a 

cave, and spent the night there. 

 

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, ‘What are you 

doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the 

LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 

covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 

the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.’ 

 

He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for 

the LORD is about to pass by.’ Now there was a great wind, so 

strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces 

before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the 

wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and 

after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and 

after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he 

wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, 

‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very 

zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 

forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my 
life, to take it away.’ Then the LORD said to him, ‘Go, return on 

your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall 

anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of 

Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 

of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from 

the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the 

sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in 

Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth 

that has not kissed him.’  

  

 

 

Hymn    Be still and know 

     

Be still and know that I am God. 

Be still and know that I am God. 

Be still and know that I am God. 

 

I am the Lord that healeth thee. 

I am the Lord that healeth thee. 

I am the Lord that healeth thee. 

 

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust. 

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust. 

In thee, O Lord, I put my trust. 

 

 

A Gospel Reading  Matthew 14.22-33 

 

Immediately after feeding the crowd with the five loaves and two fish, 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had 

dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, 

battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 

against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards 

them on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the 

lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in 

fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is 

I; do not be afraid.’ 

 

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 

on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started 

walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed 

the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 

cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand 

and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 

When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat 

worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’  



A Reflection for 9th Sunday after Trinity from Kim 
 

 

We are all aware of people using this story of Jesus walking on the 

water, when they are comparing some almost impossible deed a 

person has done. ‘They’ve managed this, they’ve managed that – Oh 

they’ll be walking on water next!’ It is an iconic image of Jesus. But even 

for the disciples, who by now are well acquainted with his amazing 

abilities, this was one that shocked even them. You don’t need a 

degree to know, you’re not supposed to walk on water! But Peter 

bucks up the courage to say, if it’s really you Lord, let me come to 

you, and bless him, he does. He starts off so well, he’s focused on 

Jesus and he takes his first few steps. Meanwhile, back on the boat, 

the wind is howling, the waves are crashing, there would have been 

great noise and confusion. But Peter has found a place of peace, a 

place of quiet, with all that is going on around him, he is calm. Until 

that is – he takes his eyes off Jesus, he notices the waves, the noise 

comes rushing back, the fear sets in and he starts to sink. 

 

This story puts me in mind of when babies are just starting to walk. 

And we stand them with their backs to the sofa and we take a few 

steps backwards from them. We hold out our hands and say come to 

me, you can do it, don’t worry I’ll catch you. And then they pick up 

enough courage to finally step away from the sofa, they fix their eyes 

on you, stretch out their little chubby arms and take a step, and 

another and another. They are doing so well, until… they look down! 

They’ve taken their eye off the ball, they’ve seen the floor, which 

looks a long way off when you’ve been used to crawling round so 
close to it before. The fear sets in, the knees give way and they drop 

like a stone. But we catch them, we’re not going to let them fall, 

we’re going to help them try again. 

 

We are creatures of habit, we like what we have been used to, it’s 

familiar and safe. Peter suddenly wanted the safety of the boat, he 

wanted what was familiar to him – if you’re on a lake, you want to be 

in something that floats! But Jesus is asking us to step out of our 

boats, he is asking us to do the unfamiliar, he is asking us to trust in 

him instead of ourselves. Being a Christian isn’t all flowers and 

candles, tea and cake. It is about finding the courage to step out of 

our comfort zones, it is about doing something we’re not used to, it 

is about having faith in what God has planned for us, even if we think 

we might sink whilst doing it. As we saw with Peter, even when he 

began to sink, Jesus reached out and saved him. And he will do that 

with us too, he is in all in intents and purposes, our life jacket. 

Whatever he asks us to do, he will always be there to keep us afloat. 

So I ask, what are we going to step out of our boats, or step away 

from our sofas for this week? 

 

 

 

Hymn   In my life, Lord, be glorified 

 

 - a version can be found on YouTube 

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3B8bumEC4A8 

  

In my life, Lord, 

be glorified, be glorified. 

In my life, Lord, 

be glorified today. 

 

In my song, Lord, 

be glorified, be glorified. 

In my song, Lord, 

be glorified today. 

 

In your church, Lord, 

be glorified, be glorified. 

In your church, Lord, 

be glorified today. 

 
In your world, Lord, 

be glorified, be glorified. 

In your world, Lord, 

be glorified today. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3B8bumEC4A8


Intercessions 
 

 

Be still and know that I am God, says the Lord. 

 

Let us be still and calm ourselves as we ask for God’s love, mercy 

and strength. 

 

Take a breath in, hold it and think about people we know who may 

need to feel close to God - then slowly breath out, praying for God 

to breathe blessings on those people. 

 

As we reach out Lord, take our hand. 

 

Take another breath in and call to mind any current worries or 

sadness we may have - then let the breath go asking God to take 

those concerns away from us. 

 

As we reach out Lord, take our hand. 

 

Take a breath in and hold those people close to our hearts, who we 

know are hurting or who are in pain – then softly breathe as we 

petition God for his mercy. 

 

As we reach out Lord, take our hand. 

 

Take yet another breath in and hold it, as we remember those who 

are now free from pain and suffering – then breathe it out as we 

gently let them go into the hands of God. 

 

As we reach out Lord, take our hand. 

 
When we are in the deep waters of doubt, flailing about, nearly going 

under and can’t see land on the horizon, we thank you Lord, that you 

are our lifeboat and will always rescue us and bring us back to you. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Hymn   Do not be afraid 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAdRk9c1R1o 

 

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by your name; you are mine. 

  

1. When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you. 

 You will never sink beneath the waves. 

  

2. When the fire is burning all around you, 

 you will never be consumed by the flames. 

  

3. When the fear of loneliness is looming, 

 then remember I am at your side. 
  

4. When you dwell in the exile of the stranger, 

 remember you are precious in my eyes. 

  

5. You are mine, O my child, I am your Father, 

 and I love you with a perfect love. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAdRk9c1R1o


  

 

Closing Prayers and Blessing 
 

 

Peter only knew life as a fisherman. 

But he got out of the boat and followed you, Lord. 

Help us to hear your voice, 

get out of our boats and follow you. 

In the week ahead, 

may the world and its problems decrease 

as you increase in our lives. 

Keep us focused on your way, 

looking ahead and trusting you.  

Amen. 

 

Living God, 

you have met us today 

and calmed our fears. 

May we step out into your world 

strong with the hope 

and courage you give, 
ready to meet you in faith. 

Amen. 

 

The love of the Lord Jesus 

draw you to himself, 

the power of the Lord Jesus 

strengthen you in his service, 

the joy of the Lord Jesus  

fill your hearts: 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

 
  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ.   
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